Minutes of Meeting of Beoley Parish Council
held on Tuesday 13th March 2018
At 7.30 pm in Beoley Village Hall

Attendees:


Cllr Bland (Chairman)
Cllr Joynes (Vice Chairman)

Cllr Merrell

Cllr Cook

Cllr Barry

     Cllr Hall

     Cllr Morgan
Parish Clerk - Mrs S Whittaker
County Cllr Charles Hotham
Pathswardens – Mr & Mrs Miller 


The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.30pm.
1.Apologies 
Cllr Adam Kent (Councillor for Wythall)
2. No personal or prejudicial interests 
None given 
3.Minutes of previous meeting
Item 4: The pathways mentioned by Liz Agar needed to be amended to between Village Inn and Holt End and Churchill 

Item 12 Finance: spelling amendment from Paul Daints to Paul Danks. 
Item 12 Finance: GlastonBeoley. The Chairman felt there was some confusion about the proposal by the Parish Council and that the council would underwrite the cost in the case of any loss rather than pay for it. There was general discussion about the wording of the proposal. It was agreed that a transparent agreement was needed. This item will be finalised under matters arising. 
Item 11 Planning: The Chairman queried the wording of The Chairman leaving. This will be changed to ‘As per protocol The Chairman left the room and no longer took part in the discussion. Cllr Barry proposed the signing of the minutes & Cllr Cook seconded, all in agreement. The Chairman duly signed the minutes, subject to amendments.
4. Matters Arising
There were no further developments with the Smart Water Initiative. The Chairman clarified that the discussion with the Landlady of the Village Inn regarding the litter picking in the village. It is very clear that the County Council will not pay for litter picking as part of the Lengthsman scheme and this must be invoiced separately. This had been noticed by Richard Clewers at the County Council. There was some litter all down Beoley Lane, particularly by the Church. Cllr Barry proposed a regular litter pick rather than identifying litter then dealing with it. There had been travellers noticed in the village but had not left any litter. The Chairman suggested a weekly litter pick which he will discuss with the Lengthsman which will take approximately 3 hours. Cllr Merrell asked for a defined area for the litter pick. Cllr Joynes asked if it was feasible to employ someone else to do the litter pick, could we contact other councils what they do such as Barnt Green. Cllr Hotham said that in Barnt Green there is a resident that regularly picks up litter and two Duke of Edinburgh volunteers that also do it as part of the D of E programme. 
The Chairman had held a conversation with the Lengthsman about his suitability for the role. The Current Lengthsman said he is happy to continue with the role at present but cannot make any guarantees in the future. Cllr Cook asked who is responsible for disposing of the collected rubbish. Cllr Hotham believed it was the job of the County Council. Cllr Hotham recommended then Chairman ring Guy Revens at the council. 
5. County Councillor Report 
The Chief Executive had sadly passed away, a new replacement has been found. Richard Clewers had finally given Cllr Hotham a date for the repair of the bridge will be Saturday 24th March. A Bromsgrove District Report had been circulated, saying that Bromsgrove had responsibility for housing numbers overspill from the Birmingham area. The Bromsgrove area was Wythall, Hagley, and a proposed creation of ‘Garden Towns’ between Barnt Green and Alvechurch. A consultation period is about to take place by Bromsgrove Council. 25,000 – 27,000 houses could potentially be built in the Bromsgrove District. Cllr Joynes pointed out that several sites identified are within Green Belt land. The report grades the level of Greenbelt at the start. Cllr Barry will keep a look out for any further developments on this issue. 
Cllr Hotham discussed the speed reduction at Dagnell End Lane with Richard Clewer. This was now being dealt with by Redditch Council as it was identified as not being part of Beoley. Speed Limit on Bleachfield lane had been formally reduced to 30MPH but the signs haven’t been put up, Cllr Hotham will chase this up but believed it was a lengthy process. 
6. District Councillor Report 
None Received
7. Pathwarden Reports
The Chairman asked if the pathwarden could visit the path between Yew Tree Cottage and Old Holt Cottage. The owners at Foxgloves Cottage have horses which have regularly escaped. The footpath used to have a fence across it which the owner had sawn off. A fence or stile may need to repaired. Alice Dean from the County Council had noted the lack of gate when repairing a local ditch with Mr & Mrs Miller. The land is owned by the Chambers. The Chairman will ask the Lengthsman for the telephone number and pass it on to the pathwardens. The path betweeen the Gables and the Chapel was in need of clearing, there were steps at an angle that causes a problem. The pathwardens had cleared the path in February. Mr Miller presented a bill for repairs. The Pathwarden passed on details of the parish walk which will be advertised locally and on the Parish website. 
8. Lengthsman Report
None to report, a timesheet was presented for payment

9. Chairmans Report and Ongoing Matters

The Chairman had drawn up the tender documents for the mowing contract and received three responses. The Chairman reported that he had issued Tender documentation to five companies. Of those, one declined to Tender (Carpenter Landscapes) and one failed to submit a Tender (Rudge Landscapes). The Chairman agreed that the council would view the documents on an annual price basis. The Tenders were opened by three different councillors at the same time.

Done Mowing Services £2750.00 (275 x 10 monthly payments - £2750 per annum)
Sam Harrison £5000.00 (500 x 10 monthly payments - £5000 per annum)
SJ Groundwork £3500.00 (£350 x 10 monthly payments - £3500 per annum) 
All contractors were given a map of the required area. Only one contractor; SJ Groundwork were known to come and view the area. Cllr Joynes suggested that the cheapest was not necessarily the best option. Cllr Hall queried whether the bottom of Cherry Pitt Lane should be added to the map as it was thought that previous contractor had mowed this area. Cllr Barry proposed that the tender by SJ services should be accepted and that councillors could meet the contractor on his first visit. Cllr Graham seconded the proposal, all in agreement. 
The tender agreement had the figures for all three tenders which were signed by The Chairman, Vice Chair and the Clerk in the presence of all Councillors. The Chairman will write to all those who tendered informing them of the outcome. Any feedback will be given if requested. 
10. Correspondence and Consultations
There had been an ongoing query about the whereabouts of the War memorial funding. The Clerk had investigated the whereabouts of the money raised. An account was opened was opened in March 2011 which was minuted, however no payments were made into that account and deposits instead were made into the Councils main bank account. 
All councillors were in agreement to transfer the money to the Restoration Fund which will be actioned by the Clerk.
 11. New Matters
There are incidences of fly tipping at the school. The Headteacher discussed the possibility of a CCTV camera for the school. Mrs Luck asked if the Parish Council would consider covering the cost of the purchase and installation of a camera. The Chairman asked for any other suggestions for expenditure of the 2017/2018 budget. Cllr Cook mentioned the cost of the Smart water initiative. At an initial meeting it was believed to be around £10 per household. It was discussed what areas would be included. 

After some general discussion regarding the school it was agreed that there are gates being installed which will eliminate access to the car park and a dummy camera could be purchased by the school as a deterrent. 
There is currently £8851.90 in the Parish Council bank account.
£2000 to Carpenter Landscapes (approx).
£1860 to War Memorial 

£700 Glastonbeoley

£2000 Smartwater(approx).
Cllr Morgan mentioned the slip road on the A345 up to Ullenhall, where there is currently a large sign, could it arranged to get the sign taken down? It is believed that this area fell under Warwickshire Council but the Chairman would investigate. Cllr Morgan showed a newspaper article regarding a local village who were struggling to obtain broadband and gathered together to supply their own. Cllr Cook mentioned a website where you can search fibre broadband by postcode. It was suggested it may be worth speaking to individual providers. 

Cllr Merrell has looked at the brook and if a skip is provided then the brook can be cleared, this could be done in the near future due to the improving weather. The Chairman believed that the County Council may provide a skip. Cllr Merrell asked if he could hire a skip and then look into whether the Council will reimburse. Cllr Barry proposed the hiring of a skip, seconded by Cllr Cook, all in agreement. 
12. Planning
PLANNING REFERENCE: 17/01403/FUL - PASSED
PROPOSAL: Erection of traditional built building ancillary to the existing use of the dwelling as Granny Flat.

LOCATION: 1 Brookside, Beoley Lane, Beoley, Bromsgrove
It was agreed that some of the conditions were not as stringent as would be expected.
PLANNING REFERENCE: 18/0045/HHPRIO

PROPOSAL: Prior approval – Single Storey Rear Extension

LOCATION: 20 Moss Lane Close, Beoley, Redditch, Worcestershire
There are now three applications for this address, two further ones from the one discussed at the February meeting. This now includes a porch on the front and an infill on the current porch. 

PLANNING REFERENCE:18/00139/FUL

PROPOSAL: Proposed extensions and improvements

LOCATION: Highfield, Cherry Pitt Lane, Beoley, Redditch, Worcestershire

A letter has been sent outlining the 40% rule. 

13. Finance 
Cheques:
A. Brown: £207.25
S. Miller Pathswarden £11.15
S. Whittaker March Salary - £234.99
A. Hall - £ 57.10

A. Hall £50.83

Carpenter Landscapes £574.80

Carpenter Landscapes £294.00

Carpenter Landscapes £1266.80

Village Hall £90.00

Cllr Joynes asked for a definite proposal for GlastonBeoely. This was agreed to be a contribution up to a maximum £700 towards health and safety costs. (insurance, first aid provision and toilets) Proposed by The Chairman, seconded by Cllr Barry. Cllr Joynes abstained. Cllr Hall and Cllr Merrell were not in favour. Cllr Cook, Cllr Barry and Cllr Morgan were in favour. 
14. Items of Parochial Interest 
None to report 

15. Dates of next meeting – Tuesday 10th April 2018 
Meeting closed at 9: 45pm. 
Signed___________________________(Chairman)
Dated ___________________________
