Minutes of 106th Statutory Parish Meeting

Held on Tuesday 8th May 2018
At 7pm in Beoley Village Hall
Attendees: 
Chairman Mr T Bland

Cllr Brown

Cllr Morgan

Cllr Hall 

Cllr Joynes (Vice Chairman)
Cllr Barry

Cllr Merrell

Cllr Cook

Charlie Hotham County Councillor

Steve Miller Pathwarden
PC Simon Albutt
Cllr Adam Kent 
5 members of the public
1. Apologies  Revd Irving, Sally Davies and County Councillor June Griffths.
2. Chairman's opening remarks

The Chairman welcomed those attending the meeting and introduced the councillors, clerk and community representatives.
3. Minutes of Previous Meeting (105th – 7th May 2017) 
The minutes of the previous meeting held on Tuesday 7th May 2017 were agreed by those present at the meeting, to be an accurate record of the business transacted. Cllr Morgan proposed the approval of the minutes and Mrs Luck seconded. A vote was taken with unanimous approval and the minutes were duly signed by the Chairman.
4. Chairman’s Report 
Cllr Cook was present at the last meeting however due to an administrative error he was re elected during the last year. The Chairman formally welcomed Cllr Cook. 

Worcestershire County Council had a lack of funds and as such it made getting jobs ‘done’ increasingly difficult. 
At last year’s AGM it was agreed that a bench would be placed at the church in recognition to Mrs Lucks long and loyal service to the Parish Council. Sadly this could not be done due to Church rules. 

The Eastern Gateway is creeping towards Beoley rapidly. The Parish Council are keeping a close eye on any developments. There has been light pollution that is a particular issue during the winter months at Moss Lane Close. Cllr Barry and Cllr Cook took a lead on the light pollution issue. Trevor Chalk Light Pollution Engineer took over the issue and residents had written to the council to pass on their thanks as there had been a marked improvement, since the issue was raised. Mrs Luck asked why the Parish Council didn’t appear to have any input in developments in areas such as Ravensbank. The Chairman responded that the planning for future developments are passed on to the council after complaints were raised about information not being passed on. The Parish Council now actively looks for developments on the Redditch Council website. 

The parish website is now up and running in a basic form and needs several additions such as development of the people of Beoley section.
Hillside – no further developments. Site has been purchased and it was originally thought there was a pre - application for planning for three dwellings, which was refused. 
Fly tipping is becoming more of a problem locally, a recent occasion took place at the school and the Parish council were looking at the possibility of a dummy camera.

Smart water Cllr Cook explained the process of marking goods as a burglary prevention tool. A document will be distributed to residents detailing the process shortly. There will be signage around the village and on the properties where it is used as a deterrent. 

There is a music festival on the 9th June ‘Glastonbeoely’ taking place in the village hall and parish field 1-10pm hosted by Debbie Joynes. There wiil be live music on two stages, around 28 acts performing of various genres. There is Craft Fayre in the village hall with over 20 stalls. There are a variety of food and drink vendors, including coffee, ice cream etc. The Village Inn will also be involved with live music and a BBQ. All proceeds from the festival will be donated to The mental health foundation and deaf foundation. Cllr Joynes listed the many kind businesses who had donated to the cause. 
5. Report of Worcestershire County Councillor (Cllr Charlie Hotham)
Cllr Hotham reported that the main County issue was the Finance situation. Adult Social Care was a huge cost to the council with both demand increasing alongside the cost of providing care. There is enough money for this year but it is unclear what the situation will be next year, Cllr Hotham commented on a positive note that the comparison of roads locally were good compared to some areas like Oxford/Cotswolds where Highways funding has been cut to an absolute minimum. 
There is now a new Chief Executive Paul Robinson, Cllr Hotham had met with Mr Robinson and was very impressed. Mr Robinson would take a more commercial approach to the running of the County Council. Ofsted report of Children’s Services within Worcester was dissapointing. Cllr Hotham stressed that everyone at Worcester Council was trying there very best to address the issue and reports are improving. Central Government now wants the County Council to transfer all Children’s Services to a new company to run Children’s Services at a great cost. It is an improving picture.
Across the County 150,000 miles of road were gritted during the recent bad weather. 

The bridge repairs in village had been delayed as there is due to be some resurfacing in the area on 25th June so the repairs will take place then. 

Cllr Hotham had recently visited The Hillside Residents Association and suggested that residents should make more contact with the Parish Council and passed on the Chairman’s contact details.

Cllr Hotham detailed a new system for anti-social such as the light pollution at Ravensbank. These are Community Protection Orders which are much easier to implement. 

The Chairman thanked Cllr Hotham for his input. It was noted that the Parish Council were disappointed that the District Councillor yet again didn’t attend the meeting or send a report. This makes it very difficult to keep the parish council informed of any district issues. 
6. Report of District Councillor (Cllr June Griffiths)

None Received
7. Report of representative of West Mercia Constabulary
PC Simon Albutt thanked Cllr Cook and the Parish Council for coming on board with the Smart Water initiative.

Paul Hudderston enforcement officer for BDC has placed cameras at Moss Lane  regarding fly tipping. 

Wayne Turley? is leaving on the 1st June, due to moving to a new post in Telford. A replacement has been found and will be starting in the second week of June. 
Crime reports are now broken down into two areas ‘Beoley’ and ‘Beoley Portway’ 

Beoley:

· 10 burglaries in Beoely in the last year, which appears high, however recording standards have changed since April 2017. This now means that any structure in a house’s vicinity were reported as burglary dwelling, whereas they were previously known as ‘burglary other’.

· Criminal damage – 9 (70% of these are at a home for young people with learning difficulties on Icknield Street) 

· Vehicle Offences 4 thefts from vehicles 3 were satnavs from Ravensbank.

· 6 thefts of motor vehicles 4 are ‘defrosted’ offences, where keys are left in the igniotion whilst the windscreen is left to defrost. 
· ASB 23 (50% reference driving standards on bypass etc).
Portway Beoley:
· 14 burglaries
· 4 arrested for those offences. 3 on remand other one was a 14 year old child. 

· Criminal damage – 2 from Hillcrest caravan park
· Vehicle Crime 2 thefts of vehicles, 2 theft from vehicles

· 4 ASB 1 on bike, 1 on dual carriageway. 
The Chairman raised the issue of vehicles cutting through Portway to avoid the backlog at M42 roundabout. Similar issues on Holt Hill. There are speed initiatives in discussion at the moment thanks to Cllr Hotham. 
8. Report of Responsible Financial Officer  

and presentation of draft Accounts (2017-18)
A summary report of the accounts was given to all those in attendance. The accounts are currently being internally audited, after a which a full report will be presented at the June Parish meeting. Cllr Morgan proposed acceptance of the draft accounts which was seconded by Mrs Luck. 
Mrs Luck passed on her appreciation to the improved footpaths at the Church                which was paid for by the Parish Council. 

9. Items for information of parochial interest

and questions from the floor
The Village fete is the first Saturday in July.

10. Date of next Meeting 

There being no further business. The chairman thanked all those in attendance. The meeting was closed at 8.05pm.

The next (107th) Statutory Meeting will be held on Tuesday ???th May 2019 at the Village Hall.
