Minutes of Meeting of Beoley Parish Council
held on Tuesday 10th July 2018
At 7.30 pm in Beoley Village Hall

Attendees:


Cllr Bland (Chairman)
Cllr Joynes (Vice Chair)

     Cllr Merrell

Cllr Cook

Cllr Barry
Cllr Hall
     Cllr Morgan
Cllr Bridgewater
Parish Clerk - Mrs S Whittaker
County Councillor Charles Hotham

Three Members of the public


The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.30pm.
1.Apologies 
None Received
2. No personal or prejudicial interests 
None given 
3. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
Item 11 should be item 12, amend to read that Cllr Morgan seconded the action.

Item 6 should read planning reference number 416 not 466. 

Item 13 Cllr Morgan requested the changing of the wording regarding the Glastonbeoley cheque as it didn’t read correctly. The clerk agreed to make all amendments.

Cllr Barry proposed the signing of the minutes, seconded by Cllr Joynes, all in agreement. The Chairman duly signed the minutes. 

4. Matters Arising 
The Chairman has spoken to the water services regarding the Brook and it has fell to the council to arrange the clearing of the brook, as the water services nor the County Council want to take responsibility. The Chairman proposed that it would only require between 2-4 people and the use of sledgehammers to remove the section of wall that has fallen into the brook to prevent future flooding. A date and time will be agreed by the councillors. Cllr Merrell queried if the council would rebuild the wall. The Chairman agreed to look at this at a later date, once the repairs had taken place.
Cllr Morgan asked about the lorries at Wapping Lane. Wapping Lane is due to be resurfaced in August. The scaffolding lorries going back and forth several times a day is likely to damage any resurfaced roads.
Cllr Cook has also filed a report with Worcestershire County Council about potholes on Bleachfield Lane. 
5. Planning 
PLANNING REFERENCE 00593 
PROPOSAL:.Replace garage with a self-contained annex.
LOCATION: The Firs, Portway 
Conversion of a garage into a habitable space. The Portway residents view is that of previous similar proposals. There are parking issues. Cllr Barry will liaise with Paul Bridgewater to formulate a response. 

 PLANNING REFERENCE 00612 
PROPOSAL: Use of building as a self-contained house
LOCATION: The Granary, Penn Lane, Portway
There is history involved as this was a garage converted into a dwelling without planning. The adjoining garage was converted into a Granny annexe for the house owner’s parents. The owner now wants to separate the garage as he wishes to sell the house and allow his parents to stay in the granny annexe. The Chairman believes the council should refuse the development as previous applications in the village have been refused. If one were to be permitted it could open a floodgate for future restrictions. Cllr Cook also believed the council should express refusal to the plans. Cllr Barry will lodge an objection. 


PLANNING REFERENCE 00765 – 
PROPOSAL: Notification of Prior Approval for a proposed change of use from an agricultural building to a dwelling
LOCATION: Rose Barn Cottage, Seafield Lane
Paul Bridgewater has shown the plans to some Portway residents who believe that barns shouldn’t be able to be turned into a dwelling as such is the rule for garages. There are several other barns in the vicinity which could then be open to development if the planning was permitted. Cllr Joynes asked what the general feeling was at Portway. Cllr Cook expressed that a consistent approach was needed when commenting on such applications. At present the policy is that development such as these are not permitted by Bromsgrove Council. Cllr Merrell asked if there was any suggestion that the development was for agricultural workers. Cllr Barry said there wasn’t. Cllr Joynes outlined that the Parish Council should only comment on the general feeling from parishioners, not comment on current policy that is in place. It was agreed that the council would state an objection.

PLANNING REFERENCE 17/01098
PROPOSAL: Unlawful removal of Hedgerow 
LOCATION: Hawthorn Cottage, Chapel Lane 
The Chairman said that the hedgerow had been removed in error and should have been cut to around a metre high. The Chairman was in consultation with Dale Birch about the replacement of the hedge. The current proposal is to put in a post fence and then plant a mix of hawthorn and holly hedge around September time. The Chairman has a meeting with the owner and Dale Birch this week. A local resident was concerned that this could repeatedly happen where hedgerows were simply cut down affecting the look of the village and wildlife etc and the culprits then simply get fined. 
Cllr Barry said that several residents had expressed concern about the cutting of hedgerows and a resident had asked if the Parish Council could make it clear to future purchasers about the protection of the hedgerows. The hillside developer who presented at the last meeting did not currently own the property on the land registry. The current owners were listed as the Key brothers who also co-owned business with Dean Wilson.
Previous Application Decisions:

00391 Milestone Lodge: Refused
· Unsustainable form of development

· Distance from essential services

· No job opportunities

· Parking issues


00460
Seafield Pedigrees, Seafield Lane: Refused
· Unjustified given the availability of existing buildings



00466
Halcyon, Billesley Lane, Portway: Refused
· Garden room, Gym, Workshop - Certificate of Lawfullness turned down

· Floor area is +60% of existing property

· Not an incidental building as claimed in the application - a seperate property



00477 Beaufort Lodge: Withdrawn

· No reason given


00556
Mattesdon House: Still pending a decision

PLANNING REFERENCE 00597 - REFUSED
PROPOSAL - The permanent siting and continuous occupation as a Dwelling Place of a Mobile/Static Home
LOCATION - Poplars Farm, Iknield Street

· Certificate of Lawfulness turned down
6. Report of District Councillor

None Received
7. Report of Parish Pathwarden
None received. 
8. Lengthsman Report
The Lengthsman has been restricted due to ill health and this is beginning to show in the state of the village. Whilst the Lengthsman is unwell there is a need for someone else to do the work, as the Council have a responsibility to ensure the work is done. The Chairman proposed that someone else is given the Lengthsman contract for three months unless the Lengthsman believes he can do the work. Cllr Cook asked if there was a capability issue and whether the County Council should be involved. The Chairman has requested to meet with Richard Clewer for some advice on the issue and a possibility of an audit of the work that has been done. Cllr Cook asked if Richard Clewer could assess the Lenghtsman’s suitability for the role. Cllr Joynes asked if the council had the right to end the employment of the current Lengthsman. Rather than continuing the situation where little work is done. 
Action: The Chairman will speak to Richard Clewer for further advice. 

The Chairman has received several complaints regarding the hedges at Carpenters Hill by the bend. The County have said that it is the responsibility of the home owners. This could be difficult to get into action. The Chairman has obtained a quote for the cutting back the hedges. The quote for a day’s work is £315.00. Cllr Merrell requested that the council get a second quote. The Chairman asked for a volunteer to obtain a second quote. Cllr Hall asked for clarification on the area that will be cut, which is from Carpenters Hill up towards Priors Field. The cost of the quote can be claimed through the Lengthsman scheme so won’t cost the Parish Council anything. Cllr Barry proposed accepting the current quote which was seconded by Cllr Hall. All in agreement. As it was now a safety issue it was deemed acceptable to proceed with just one quote. A condition of the quote was that traffic management was in place during the works which the Chairman is happy to manage. 
9. Report of County Councillor
Cllr Hotham discussed the issue at Portway, during the recent 5 nights of closure. Cllr Bridgewater said there was disregard for the Portway residents and that officials should be held accountable. There were 5 nights of HGV’s being rerouted through Portway. Cllr Bridgewater asked if an assessment had taken place of how many vehicles go to Oaklands when planning the closure but it was believed that this hadn’t taken place. The officials had blamed the contractors which wasn’t the case. 
The Chairman had spoken to Dean Atwell who hadn’t had any forewarning. It had cost around £5000 per night to Oakland who had all their distribution vehicles diverted. The diversion from the M42 was 19.4 miles to get back to Beoley as experienced by The Chairman. It was felt that more signs were needed for the closures. The Chairman asked that County Councillor Hotham feedback to the County Council on the Parish’s behalf. Cllr Hotham said that the notification of road closures and roadworks wasn’t sufficient and that several other Parish Councils had also complained. The Chairman asked why the roads were closed rather than doing one side of the carriageway at a time. The contractors would have put in a road closure and the County Highways Department approve the proposal. Cllr Joynes asked if the Parish Council should write to County Highways expressing the resident’s views. It was agreed that this was necessary. Action: The Chairman and Vice Chairman will produce a letter on behalf of the Parish residents. 
10. Correspondence and Consultations
None received

11. New Matters
A resident asked about the removal of asbestos at Hillside which should have been dealt with by now. The Chairman will liaise with the County Council about the issue and report back.
The Chairman explained that an error had occurred when he proposed Co-opting Mr Bridgewater as a councillor. Councillors cannot be co-opted unless there is a vacancy as there are only seven seats on the council. Councillors can however be co-opted to a committee. The suggestion was that a planning committee could be formed of which Mr Bridgewater could then become a co-opted councillor. The Chairman proposed that Mr Bridgewater becomes a co-opted councillor on the planning committee. Seconded by Cllr Cook, all councillors in agreement. 

Cllr Merrell asked about the mowing contract. Steven Joynes had spoken to The Chairman as if the grass was mowed in the current condition it would die. The grass was looking untidy and several councillors believed that the grass wouldn’t die if cut. The Chairman agreed that he would request the grass is cut as soon as possible to keep the village looking tidy. 
Some discussion took place about what areas are being cut by the current mowing contract, which was clarified. Cllr Merrell believed that some areas on the map had not been cut as previously discussed. The two metre in rule was loosely followed. When the wildflowers were planted it was agreed that some shouldn’t be mowed. The Chairman will pass on copies of the map to councillors and request that Steve Joynes mows the grass. Cllr Hall requested that in September the wildflower areas are cut to encourage growth
Cllr Cook discussed the Smartwater letters that need to be distributed to the village. The Chairman suggested that Cllr Cook divide a map into 6 sections and then councillors help with the distribution. Cllr Merrell asked about residents who can’t access emails and there was some discussion about including councillors phone numbers on the letters. An error was spotted on the letter so would need to be amended. It was also agreed that The Chairman’s telephone number alongside Cllr Merrell’s and Cllr Cooks would be on the letter.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Cook for his hard work on the Smartwater initiative. 
12. Finance 
Cheques:
S. Whittaker July & August Salary & expenses - £509.97
SJ Groundcare July Grasscutting: £350.00
A Brown (Lengthsman) £177.95
The Chairman asked whether the cheque should be paid to the lengthsman for the last few months work. It was agreed that the cheque should be paid but further investigations take place. Cllr Cook reiterated that the Lengthsman must use the new timesheet that has been requested for use. Several councillors expressed concern over the Lengthsmans health and safety when working on the job. 
Cllr Morgan asked about letter to the council regarding the scaffolding lorries. The Chairman believed having spoken to the owner that there was nothing in place to restrict the vehicles. Cllr Joynes will look further into it. 
13. Items of Parochial Interest.

14. Dates of next meeting – Tuesday 11th September 2018 
Meeting closed at 9.55pm. 
Signed___________________________(Chairman)
Dated ___________________________
