Minutes of Meeting of Beoley Parish Council
held on Tuesday 11th September 2018
At 7.30 pm in Beoley Village Hall

Attendees:


Cllr Bland (Chairman)
Cllr Joynes (Vice Chair)

     Cllr Merrell

Cllr Cook

Cllr Barry
Cllr Hall
     Cllr Morgan
Cllr Bridgewater
Parish Clerk - Mrs S Whittaker

The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.30pm.
1. Apologies 
County Councillor Charles Hotham
2. No personal or prejudicial interests 
None given 
3. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
Cllr Joynes proposed the signing of the minutes seconded by Cllr Hall. All in agreement. The Chairman duly signed the minutes. 
     4. Matters Arising 
The brook has been cleared including breaking up all the brick work and removal of debris. The next obstacle is getting it re built and establish whose responsibility this is. The Chairman will speak to Water Management and The County Councillor Officer to try and gain a resolution. Action: The Chairman to report back. 
There has been an ongoing concern regarding The Lengthsman. The Chairman has written to The Lengthsman offering some solutions to the problems that have occurred largely due to poor health. The Chairman had spoken to Richard Clewer who had advised that the Lengthsman’s training had expired and would need to be renewed. The Chairman had received a response to the letter outlining the tender of resignation due to ill health and costs of re training. All Councillors were in agreement that the Council should accept the Lengthsman’s resignation. The vacancy would need to be filled as soon as possible. There were two possible candidate one of whom is Steven Joynes who currently has the tender for the Parish grass cutting and one local resident. Cllr Barry suggested that the post should be advertised correctly alongside a job description. This will be advertised on the parish website. The Lengthsman doesn’t at present have a contract, only a letter of employment
Cllr Cook proposed accepting The Lengthsmans resignation, seconded by Cllr Hall. All in agreement. Action: The Chairman and Vice Chairman will write in response to the resignation. 

Cllr Cook asked about the placement of the mobile home that has been placed at Hilllside. Cllr Barry agreed to contact the planning department to clarify if there was planning permission obtained as the mobile home was currently being used as a permanent resident.
Cllr Joynes discussed Hillcrest as the previous owner put forward the site for 21 houses under the green belt review. The review was due to start in 2023 but is now beginning immediately. Cllr Joynes emphasised that the parish needs to make a stance about the Green Belt Review and take an active part. The Clerk asked if the council would like a question and answer style event and focused workshop from the council at the next meeting, this was agreed. The Chairman proposed that we start the meeting earlier at 7:00pm and invite members of the public. Action: Cllr Hall to rearrange the Garden Competition prizes for the November meeting to allow plenty of time for the Bromsgrove District Council presentation. 

Cllr Merrell asked about the hedge cutting at Carpenters Hill. The Chairman reported that the priority was cutting back the hedges that were obstructing highways and that the rest would be done this week. Cllr Merrell reported that at Church Hill on the church side the greenery is coming over the verge. The chairman agreed that this will need to be rectified. Cllr Merrell stated that there had been complaints for several years, especially from farmers. Cllr Hall asked about the mowing. The Chairman said that it hadn’t been cut due to the dry weather, however some councillors said that there had been rain for some time now. It will be clarified when it will be cut. 
The Chairman reported that there has been two gas cylinders left over from the recent event on the parish field. The people holding the event denied that they were left. It was an issue to try and remove the gas cylinders as they can be very heavy and there is normally a charge for disposal. An event had taken place that had been booked as a children’s party, where over 500 tickets had been sold. It was made clear that future bookings should be clarified as to numbers etc. Cllr Barry asked if there was a standard form that was filled in, which there was. Cllr Joynes commented on the obstruction of resident’s driveways and the noise. A lot of effort was made to make sure there was very little disruption to the village when GlastonBeoley was held yet this booking had just turned up with no regard for the village. There are lessons to be learnt. A form will be produced for future bookings to protect the council. This could result in a future charge. Cllr Cook asked if the event was open to the public which was unknown. 
Cllr Morgan commented that Wapping Lane had been completely resurfaced. The Chairman reported that this was largely down to County Councillor Hotham. Cllr Joynes had checked all planning permissions on Wapping Lane and couldn’t see any restrictions on the number of vehicles that could be kept on properties. 
5. Planning 

Planning Review for BPC Meeting 10 July 2018


Update from July:


00556 Mattesdon House, Pink Green: Refused

Demolition and new build i.e games room and machinery store

BDC Reasons:

· the proposed development is too big

· within the greenbelt

· there are other existing buildings on the site that would suffice


00593 The Firs, Portway: Still pending a decision


Replace double garage with self-contained annex


BPC posted an objection:

· 
There are parking and access issues

· 
The development would set a precedent

· 
It is within the greenbelt

· 
There appears to be drainage issues

00612 The Granary, Penn Lane, Portway: Refused

Use of building as a self-contained house - seeking a certificate of lawfulness.
BDC Reasons:

· Not satisfied that the building has been used as a seperate residence consistently for 4 years or more

· Not seperated from main building, no formal application to seperate


00765 Rose Barn Farm, Portway: Granted


Conversion into 2 dwellings

BPC posted an objection prior to the decision on the grounds of:

· 
setting a precedent

· 
it is within the greenbelt

· 
maintaining a consistent approach toward this kind of     application

· 
Do not want to encourage this type of development

· 
Doubtful property is for agricultural workers


New for September:

Cllr Barry emphasised that, due to the summer recess applications had been forwarded to BPC members for comments to enable BPC comments and recommendations to be posted.


00957 Brook Farm, Icknield Street - Pending

Conversion of 3 barns on the site from agricultural to business use.

BPC Action:
Neutral due to:

· no real objection other than the use of the word 'dwelling' in the written application

00833 Woodlands Farm, Lilley Green Road, Alvechurch - Pending

Extension of the main house forming a new kitchen & family space at ground floor


BPC Action: Object due to:

· 
too big and vastly out of keeping with original building
· 
green belt
· 
precedent and consistency 

00854  Beaufort Lodge, Portway -Pending

Certificate of Lawfulness for a self-contained dwelling/house that  was originally designed as a detached double garage ancillary to Beaufort Lodge


BPC Action: Object due to 'historical anomolies'

· 
Giving a place an address, and showing that this address is used, does not automatically make it a 'dwelling'. 

· 
Planning Condition 17 has been breached for over 4 years now - has the need to replace an unsafe staircase caused the applicant to try and make things legal?

· 
Planning permission for 4 dwellings was given by Bromsgrove Council in 2004, but not 7 dwellings as now. The application states that all the garages associated with plots 2, 3 and 4 were designed and built as dwellings. They were not, they were apparently garage’s with storage above. 

· 
The 'Loft' has no separate electricity services.

· 
Blaming the builder for his failings, and lack of planning permission, should not be the basis for an application to establish a garage as a separate dwelling. Perhaps he did not originally seek planning permission as the garages were never intended to be dwellings. 

· 
The application states ' Many aspects of the build to the Loft do not meet building regulations'. What an admission, was this because it was never designed and built as a dwelling? 

· 
The application also states that the site, including Beaufort Lodge, has 'unsafe electricity, temporary water, unsuitable and unsafe oil tanks.' In what aspect is this relevant to the application?

00903 The Croft, Portway - Pending


Enclosed swimming pool and amenities


BPC Action: Object due to:

· 
is the property actually occupied, is it an office or commercial venture?

· 
appears to be a commercial venture, not domestic

· 
excessive size in relationship to the rest of the property

· 
pool proposal is almost that of a full-size swimming pool

· 
not in keeping with other properties within the area

Cllr Barry also eluded to the fact that he has contacted Worcester Highways in relationship to Hillside, Beoley Lane (no planning application at present). The Visual Splay, which involves the limitation of fencing along the bends on Beoley Lane, has been breached by the owner of the property by the incorrect positioning of new fencing.
6. Report of District Councillor

None Received
7. Report of Parish Pathwarden
None received
8. Lengthsman Report
Discussed under matters arising 
9. Report of County Councillor
There was no report from Councillor Hotham as most of the council has been in recess. Cllr Bridgewater asked if there had been a response to the letter that was agreed in the July meeting. The Chairman apologised that the letter hadn’t been sent and would ensure this is sent
   10. Chairmans Report on ongoing matters
Over three hundred letters had been distributed to the parish regarding the Smartwater initiative but unfortunately there had been just over 50 responses. The minimum needed was around 100. Cllr Adam Kent suggested that the Parish Council buy the kit and distribute the kits to those interested. Cllr Cook asked about complications regarding the registering of the product. Further clarification was needed on the registration. Action: Cllr Cook and The Chairman will liaise with Smartwater to see if there is anything that can be done and report back to the council. Cllr Joynes asked about the possibility of registering on the parish website to receive updates etc. The Chairman discussed about getting email addresses for the residents to send updates. Action: Advertise on noticeboards and website asking for email addresses for information to be sent on. Clerk to look at option of registering interest on website. 
Beoley Village Football Club asked if the council would be willing to make a donation towards the cost of match balls or cost of the upkeep of the field. Cllr Merrell suggested paying for one match ball at around £25. Cllr Barry seconded Cllr Merrell’s Proposal. All in agreement. The Chairman had to purchase a new printer due to the printing of smart water A new one had been purchased and enrolled on HP ink at the cost of £7.99 per month. All Councillors were in agreement of the purchase.
 11. Correspondence and Consultations
Letter of thanks and certificate from the Glaston Beoley Committee had been received.
  12. New Matters
Cllr Barry discussed the parliamentary boundary commissions change. The change was passed last week all information is on the website. Beoley, Alvechurch & Northfield will be in Redditch. There are currently 653 MP’s which are potentially being reduced down to 600. 

There had been further fly tipping at Moss Lane which Cllr Cook has reported to the County Council. It has been asked if a ballard or gate can be placed there but there may be an issue with Highways. Another alternative would be a camera, which has proved successful in other areas. 

Cllr Bridgewater reported that Royal Mail have agreed to move the postbox to a safer position at Portway, and will be moved in the next few months. 
   13. Finance 
Cheques:
S. Whittaker September - £243.99
SJ Groundcare Aug Grasscutting: £350.00
SJ Groundcare Sept Grasscutting: £350.00

T. Bland (Printer Replacement) £136.98

Beoley Village Hall £127.50

     A Brown (Lengthsman) £109.00
Cllr Hall queried what areas of the village has been mowed, as there were two invoices presented. The current contractor doesn’t mow all at once whereas the previous contractor did. The Chairman will discuss with the contractor or ask him to come to the next meeting. Cllr Cook asked if there could be a set schedule for when certain areas are mowed. Action: Cllr Barry requested a meeting later this week before signing the cheques. It was agreed that The Chairman, Cllr Hall, Cllr Barry and Cllr Cook will attend. All councillors agreed to let the listed councillors to make the decision at the meeting. 

   14. Items of Parochial Interest.

None to report

   15. Dates of next meeting – Tuesday 9th October 2018 
Meeting closed at 9.55pm. 
Signed___________________________(Chairman)
Dated ___________________________
